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5 Must-See Figurative Exhibitions Exploring
Our Turbulent Times

From Cindy Sherman’s tapestries of Instagram selfies at Sprüth Magers in L.A. to
Christian Marclay’s comic book collages at San Francisco ‘s Fraenkel Gallery, these new
exhibitions are not to be missed
Our current fascination with figurative art shows no sign of waning. It’s popularity over the past
few years is at an all-time high, with museums and galleries celebrating forgotten, established
and emerging artists focused on the body from multiple points of view. Tapping into the
phenomenon, we’ve rounded up five fabulous gallery exhibitions of figurative art taking place
across the United States now.
From Cindy Sherman’s tapestries of her screwball Instagram selfies at Sprüth Magers in L.A.
and Christian Marclay’s comic book collages of characters and words capturing the horrors of
the past year at San Francisco ‘s Fraenkel Gallery to Maia Cruz Palileo deconstructing the
colonial past of her Filipino heritage at Monique Meloche Gallery in Chicago, James English
Leary’s humorous juxtapositions of heads and hands at Nina Johnson in Miami, and Jonathan
Meese’s deep dive into his inner self during lockdown at New York’s David Nolan Gallery, these
exhibitions reveal how turbulent times are shaping our contemporary art.
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A tapestry by Cindy Sherman on view at Sprüth Magers in Los Angeles. Photo: Courtesy of Sprüth Magers
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Cindy Sherman, Installation view of Tapestries at Sprüth Magers, Los Angeles Photo: Robert Wedemeyer. © Cindy Sherman. Courtesy Sprüth Magers.

1) Cindy Sherman at Sprüth Magers, L.A
When Cindy Sherman joined Instagram in 2016, she started out uploading snapshots of the
people, places and things that she was encountering. But when her hair colorist introduced the
creative chameleon to the retouching app Facetune, Sherman’s social media playtime became
a way to make art. Shooting selfies in a variety of settings, Sherman applied Facetune, along
with other photo editing tools, to create an assortment of offbeat characters. The images,
however, only existed online until she began to transpose them into large-scale tapestries. Two
of these striking woven works debuted at Metro Pictures’ booth at Art Basel in Miami Beach in
2019 and a few more were exhibited in the artist’s critically acclaimed, 2020 retrospective at the
Fondation Louis Vuitton in Paris, but this new L.A. exhibition, which features eleven woven
works that were fabricated in Belgium over the past three years, is the first survey of her
entertaining textile editions. Produced in Belgium, and made of cotton, wool, acrylic and
polyester, each tapestry represents a different character.
“Feeling a little nostalgic today,” Sheman wrote when she posted an Instagram portrait on May
17, 2018 of a goofy, curly haired woman with big round glasses and a bow atop her head. The
complex stitching of the striking 2019 tapestry turns the low-resolution, internet image into a
dynamic, painterly picture. Likewise, a Sleeping Beauty-style portrait of a woman who has
awakened to a vision of flower petals dancing around her head, which Sherman posted on
August 22, 2017 and labeled “Goo-goo eyes,” makes a dreamlike impression.
Some of the self-portraits were shot in front of a green screen so that Sherman could add a
background to suggest a narrative. A May 11, 2018 portrait of an androgynous bearded blonde,
which she captioned “Ahoy,” has a scenic seascape, while a white-haired woman with aged
arms is placed before snow-covered trees. Posting this picture to Instagram on August 8, 2019,
Sherman wrote, “Chill” which humorously fits the image.
Cindy Sherman at Sprüth Magers, L.A is on view through May 1.

