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John Baldessari's Favorite Things

The conceptual artist shares a few of his favorite possessions, including a SpongeBob drawing
and an etching by Goya
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HANGING ON THE LEFT WALL is a Chinese chili pod, signed and given to me by Tom Waits.
The artist Analia Saban, who was a student of mine, made the Not Dry painting. I have several
of her pieces, but that's my favorite. Claes Oldenburg gave me the sculpture to the left when I
was at his house for dinner one night with Bruce Nauman. Claes excused himself and came
back with two of them. I got the orange one and Bruce got the black one. I don't know if that
means anything. The SpongeBob drawing is from the creator of the show, which I love. My
children made the little statues when they were young, at that stage when they're not thinking
about making art, they're just having fun—that's the best stage. To the right are my favorite
cigars, the Te-Amo brand. I only smoke one a week. The Rodarte sisters gave me the vase of
baseballs. They say I'm their favorite artist. They're big baseball fans. Above that, on the wall, is
a picture from Sol LeWitt. He used to do drawings on postcards and mail them out to friends.
Above that is an etching by Goya, who's a role model because of his use of chiaroscuro. To the
right is a painting by the son of my friend Meg Cranston. She painted a black round shape and
told him to continue, and he made it into a bomb. The picture of the dog and the wooden figure
of the painter and his palette were also gifts from her. The red book is a collection of William
Carlos Williams's poetry. I like that he writes about ordinary stuff in ordinary language. The
yodeling pickle was a gift from Damien Hirst. You press a button and it yodels. I love it.
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